
By Stacey Haynes

Some people find Sighthounds through a show 
catalogue. Others take the scenic route – often 
via Cavaliers, Beagles, and the occasional 
escapee Whippet. For our featured judge at 
this year’s UK Sighthound Sport Summer 
Championships, the journey began in a very 
“doggy” household and ended up, quite 
naturally, on the lure coursing field. 

“I was brought up surrounded by Cavaliers,” 
she begins, recalling her mother’s Charnell 
Cavaliers with fondness. “My first dog, Heidi, 
was a Cavalier – given to me when I left home 
at 16 to work in kennels. But the Sighthound 
spell was cast by a stray Whippet we found 
outside our house in 1975. Clever little dog. We 
took him to the police station – he promptly 
escaped and came straight back to us.” 

It’s hard to argue with fate. From that chance 
encounter, the Sighthound seed was planted. 
A move to Purley in 1977 brought daily sightings 
of Whippets being walked by Ron and Pam 
Baird – unbeknownst to her, leading figures in 
the East Sussex Whippet Racing Club and East 
Anglian Whippet Coursing Club. “Years later 
they bought a puppy from me – she turned out 
to be an excellent coursing bitch. I suppose it all 
came full circle.” 

The pivotal moment came in 1980. “I saw 
Whippets racing and hunting on Out of Town 
with Jack Hargreaves and thought: That is it. 
That is what I want to do.” Her parents gave her 
Mia – Charona Miamigo – for her 18th birthday, 
a Whippet whose line can still be found in the 
family’s youngest dog today. From there, it was 
straight onto the committee at East Sussex 
WRC within two years and, well, she has not 
left the Sighthound world since. 

She co-founded UK Sighthound Sport in 2016, 
alongside Sarah Meadham, after attending the 
European Championships in Slovenia. “The 
dogs we saw were excellent – but so were 
ours back home. I knew our hounds were 
just as capable. We needed a way for British 
Sighthounds to compete in Europe.” UKSS 
was formed, adopting FCI Lure Coursing rules, 
and opening the door for UK dogs to earn 
international titles. 

But it’s only now, in 2025, that she will step onto 
the field as a UKSS judge. “I have spent years 
working the field – literally – so never had time 
to judge before. To finally have the chance is a 
real honour.” 

 “It is not just about standing in a 
field with a clipboard. “ 

Alongside her husband Alec – also a seasoned 
judge – she has observed lure coursing across 
Europe, from Norway to Hungary, studying the 
system and contributing to the sport’s growth 
in the UK. “It is not just about standing in a 
field with a clipboard. UKSS judges must train 
under countless experienced mentors and pass 
a written exam. We take our responsibilities 
seriously – because the sport, and the breeds, 
deserve it.” 
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And it is that love for the breeds that comes 
through strongest. “Whippets will always be 
my heart breed. They are clever, versatile, 
quiet, clean, affectionate – and with a Houdini-
like ability to vanish under a duvet. I have 
done everything with mine: racing, coursing, 
obedience – even seen them work with ferrets. 
There is not much they cannot do.” 

But she is quick to share the love around. 
“To see a Saluki in full flight, or the coat of an 
Afghan flowing behind it, or the elegant lines of 
a Magyar or Azawakh – it is breathtaking. From 
the nimble Italian Greyhound to the towering 
Irish Wolfhound, every breed brings something 
beautiful to the field. They all deserve their 
moment.” 

Underpinning all of this is a fierce belief in 
preserving Sighthound heritage. Since the 2005 
hunting ban, lure coursing has become the only 
legal and practical test of “fit for function” in 
these breeds. UKSS uses the FCI’s five-point 
scoring system – Speed, Agility, Endurance, 
Follow and Enthusiasm – each worth 20 points. 
It is not just sport. It is proof. 

“We must strive to prevent our breeds from 
losing the skills they were originally bred for. 
Lure coursing helps keep those instincts alive. It 
would be a great step forward to see this work 
more widely acknowledged and celebrated 
within the broader pedigree world. Recognition 
of field achievements can play a valuable role in 
ensuring our Sighthounds remain true to type, 
and true to their purpose.” 

For those curious or on the fence, the invitation 
is simple. “Come along. Watch a meeting. Try a 
trials day. You will see Sighthounds doing what 
they were born to do – in a safe, controlled, and 
joyous environment.” 

As for judging this summer? “We are looking 
forward to it. To the dogs, the people, and the 
sheer thrill of watching Sighthounds run.” 

And with that, you get the sense this is not just 
judging a sport – it is witnessing a legacy in 
motion.
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