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Honoring the Top Performer with a Unique Award

In September 2024, Frie and | had the honour of judging the English
lure coursing championship. For the Best in Field, we brought
along a special lantern, handmade, by Maryana Koppelaar.

Maryanna is an enthusiastic busy
bee, whether it is showing, lure
coursing or creating beautiful art
objects. She shares her home,
along with her husband Johan,
with three Barzoi, one Cirneco
dell’'Etna, one Whippet, one
Chinese Crested and one Papillon.

The hobby of pottery and
modelling with clay was there
from an early age. At the age of
nine, she took her first lessons,
together with her mother, with
the nuns at the convent. She was
also actively involved during her
school years. After a somewhat
less active period, she picked it up
again through a friend who also
models.

Maryana designs everything she
makes herself, often with a nod to
nature and/or animals. She does
not use plaster moulds or the like,
which makes each piece different
and unique. She prefers to make
things that also have some use,
such as lanterns, lamps, sugar
bowls, mugs and urns.

The Process

A lot of time goes into crafting all
that beauty. Such a lantern takes
about 35 hours to make (apart
from the design) spread over four
weeks. To get the right curve in

Right: The Raku effect is easy to see in this Borzoi lamp.
Bottom left: A Cirneco head with a frog. Bottom right: Puppy boxes.

the clay for the lantern, Maryana
does use a kind of mould as a
base, but the further processing is
all handwork. Each hole is made
by hand, as are any decorations.
When this stage is completely
finished, it has to dry first. Then it
is sanded and then baked. After
cooling down some colour has

to be added. This is done with
glazing. It then dries again and is
finally baked. In a special kiln at

a temperature of 1000 to 1250
degrees, depending on the type of
glaze used.

Best in field trophy gifted by the judges Els Siebel and
Frie Den Boer at UKSS National Campionships 2024.

A technique Maryana likes to

use is Raku, originally a Japanese
technique of glaze working. The
firing process is then done in
another kiln that is outside. If

you then let the glaze cool down
quickly e.g. by chilling or blowing,
it breaks. By then putting the
object in a barrel with sawdust
and letting it cool further, you
get black cracks in the glaze, (the
sawdust burns because of the
heat of the glaze) and that gives a
beautiful effect.

Each piece is unique, nothing is
exactly the same. And often with
a bit of humour thrown in. You
can follow Maryana on facebook:
Maryana’s studio.

By Els Siebel




The base of a lamp with a Viszla, on the left in clay and on the right the finished product.

An urn, left in clay and right the glazed version.



